
Lower South Valley COG Meeting 
November 12th, 2025 
Earth Conservancy 

101 South Main Street 
Ashley, PA 18706 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Call to Order 
The regular meeting of the Lower South Valley COG was called to order at 10:05am on 
November 12th, 2025 by Chairman Sam Guesto. 
 
Members Present: Members Absent: 
Ashley Borough – Frank Sorokach Plymouth Township 
Hanover Township – Sam Guesto  
Newport Township – Joe Hillan  
Plymouth Borough – Earl Conyingham  
Earth Conservancy – Jeff Shaw  
Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority – Andy Reilly  
Nanticoke City - Jen Polito, Donna Wall  
Luzerne County Community College - Maria DeLucca  
Sugar Notch Borough - Jim Mullin  

 
Others Present:  
Hailstone Economic – Sara Hailstone, Ted Ritsick 
 
Approval of 09.10.2025 Meeting Minutes 
Motion: Mr. Sorokach – 2nd: Ms. Polito 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
N/A 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Ms. Polito reported on the status of the fueling station account and upcoming bills. Mr. Guesto 
requested a calculation be provided of the total amount of fees generated to date.  
 
Old Business 
None 
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Items for Consideration 
 

A.​ Authorization of Payment 
1.​ Hailstone Economic  

i.​ Invoice 1673 for Consulting September 2025 for $978.75 
ii.​ Invoice 1701 for Consulting October 2025 for $562.50 

2.​ Slusser Law Firm Invoice 42596 Legal Services for $292.50 
3.​ Button Energy Fuel Deliveries (Fueling Station) 

i.​ Invoice 1209117 for $20646.35 
ii.​ Invoice 1212843 for $18908.60 

4.​ Reeves Rent a John (Fueling Station) 
i.​ Invoice I67251 for 162.66 

ii.​ Motion to approve autopay if necessary.  
5.​ Tracey Road (Paver) 

i.​ Invoice X101310836:01 for $392.74 
6.​ Halliday Trucking (Paver)  

i.​ Invoice SVCG-2443 for $1000  
Motion to approve items 1-6 above. 
Motion: Mr. Hillan 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 
Motion passes unanimously. 

7.​ Verdantas (Borton Lawson) 
i.​ November 2025 Act 537 Plan Invoice 

Motion to approve payment of invoice for $6731.65 
Motion: Ms. Wall 2nd: Mr. Hillan 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 

B.​ Discussion and Motions on Grant Programs 
1.​ Mr. Ritsick reported that grant programs should be opening with the State and 

Federal budgets. An application for the EPA Brownfields inventory program will 
be forthcoming. The LSVCOG members also discussed applying for a Statewide 
LSA for COG paving equipment. 
Motion to approve up to $1,000,000 Statewide LSA Request. 
Motion: Mr. Hillan 2nd: Ms. Polito 
Motion passes unanimously.  
 

C.​ Discussion and motions regarding 2026 budget items, COG programs and program fees. 
1.​ Mr. Ritsick provided an overview of the 2026 budget based on a $3000 program 

fee for members.  
 

D.​ Fueling Station Discussion and Motions 
1.​ 2025 Cash Flow Update - Discussed in previous topics. 
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2.​ Update on Remaining Construction Tasks and Transition -  
i.​ Lighting, Key Cards, Remote Tank Level System, and Camera System 

1.​ Mr. Guesto reported on the issues with SecuraKey and future 
distribution of cards. Mr. Guesto also reported on lighting and 
advised members to pass on issues to Mr. Ritsick or the A/B 
Operators.  

ii.​ Open Discussion on Other Issues  
 

E.​ Discussion and Motions on 2026 Meeting Time and Location 
Motion to change bi-monthly meeting time to 9:00am. 
Mr. Hillan 2nd: Ms. Wall 
Motion passes unanimously.  

 
 
Open Discussion/Partner Updates 
 
Mr. Guesto reported on future repairs to the roller and paver at Medico to finalize 2025 
maintenance costs for a 2026 program fee.  
 
Adjournment 
Motion: Ms. Polito – 2nd: Mr. Sorokach 
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned 10:30am. 
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